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NEW YEAR MESSAGE
FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
“I would like to take this opportunity on behalf
of North West Cambridgeshire Conservative
Association to wish you all a happy and
prosperous New Year.

concerted effort, delivering, canvassing and
reaching our electorate through social media.
We are also looking for a new candidate to
replace our long-serving Council Leader, John
Holdich who announced his retirement
recently, after over 40 years of service to the
city.

As I reflect on my first year as association
Chairman, I have to say it was one of the most
challenging periods in modern politics, with the
Commons tearing itself apart, duplicitous
dealings amongst politicians and a stalemate
in the house which brought Government and
our democracy to an impasse. This led to a
General Election in December, which was a
huge success for the Conservative party, both
locally and nationally. We have a new Prime
Minister, new Government and a political
system that will now deliver Brexit. I sincerely
hope, that now the dust has settled, we can all
work together, harmoniously, ensuring that
those loonies on the left are kept as far away
from Downing Street as possible, for as long
as possible!

I would therefore ask all members, to play
their part. If you could spare even five to ten
hours between now and May, we could really
make a difference to the result. We know from
other parties that local support really does
make a difference. So please, I ask you all,
look at your busy schedules and find some
spare hours - any and all support is greatly
appreciated.
Finally, I will end by asking if anyone would be
interested in playing a part in the organisation
of our NWCCA Executive Committee? We
currently have two vacancies – one for
Treasurer and one for Deputy Chair
Membership and I would love to see interest
from our wider membership in taking up these
important roles as we approach our Annual
General Meeting. We have also recruited a
new part-time office administrator, Judith
Wojtowicz to ensure the smooth running of our
Association in the years to come. Welcome to
Judith”.

Our focus now is on our local elections in May.
It is absolutely essential that we secure an
equally impressive result across our region
and beyond. It is crucial that we increase our
numbers of elected Conservative Councillors
in every part of our region, something which is
very achievable, but which will require a
collaborative effort and sheer hard work. We
have many talented candidates, but talent
alone isn’t enough. We need a really
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Nationally, the Conservative majority of 80
means that we can move on from the
Parliamentary paralysis of the past 3 years. It is
important to remember however that whilst we
have left the European Union, it is our aim to
remain friends and be very close with our EU
neighbours.

VARA’s VIEW

It is also time for Parliament to address more
domestic issues such as the NHS for which we
have already enshrined in law the record
expenditure that was promised during the
election. Moreover, amongst other issues, we
are turning our attention to having tougher
sentences for terrorists and ensuring more
funding for schools.
Shailesh meeting with Defence Secretary Ben Wallace
regarding Marshalls of Cambridge possibly relocating to
Wyton, joined by neighbouring MP Jonathan Djanogly and
HDC leader Cllr Ryan Fuller.

A big thank you to the Association Oﬃcers and
to each and every one of you for your help and
support during December’s General Election.
There is no greater privilege and honour for an
individual than to be elected to Parliament to
represent their fellow citizens. I am deeply
humbled to have been elected to serve again.
In North West Cambridgeshire we achieved the
best result ever. Over 40,000 people voted
Conservative enabling a majority of 26,000 and a
vote share of 63%.

Shailesh in Abbots Ripton supporting a local business which
has been shortlisted for a national rural award.

We will be having our Association AGM next
month and I look forward to seeing many of you
on Friday 13th March at the Bell Inn in Stilton
(please see the formal invitation on the next
page).
Thank you again for placing your trust and
confidence in me to serve you once more in
Parliament.

VARA’s VIEW

Shailesh on the B1095 with a local business seriously
affected by continuing road works.
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OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

NWCCA WEBSITE

TO CONTACT NWCCA

https://
www.facebook.com/
NWCambsConservatives

https://
www.nwcambsconservativ
es.org.uk

office@nwcambscons
ervatives.org.uk

TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE
NEWSLETTER, EMAIL:
nwccamedia@gmx.co.uk

Tel: 01780 749379

Association Annual
General Meeting
The A.G.M. will be held at 7.00 pm on
Friday 13th March 2020 at
The Bell Hotel, Stilton PE7 3RA.
Almost all of the Conservatives in North West Cambridgeshire who work for the party do
so on a voluntary basis. They run their local Associations and donate tens of the
thousands of hours of their time every year to help the Party. They campaign all year
round, delivering leaflets and canvassing voters in their local area.
Our Association committee members are the people who raise the money to help run the
Party, through membership subscriptions and holding events in their local area. Our
association funds a part-time administrator who manages our membership list, answers
emails and takes a key role at election time.
Oﬃcers of the Association are elected annually to positions that include President,
Chairman, and two Deputy Chairmen – a Deputy Chairman Membership and a Deputy
Chairman Political. We have an elected Treasurer and also have a co-opted member with
responsibility for social media and communications. The Association also has an
Executive Council, which draws representatives from all of the Wards that make up our
constituency.
We currently have vacancies for a Treasurer and Deputy Chairman (Membership) this year
and members are welcome to contact the association if they would like to apply to stand
for these positions. If you are interested in applying for this role or would like to hear
more about it, please contact the Chairman, Gavin Elsey on gavin@mintconsulting.co.uk, telephone: 07738 930599

3

VACANCY FOR AN ASSOCIATION ADMINISTRATOR
After many years working as our administrator, Jane King has resigned from the role. Jane has been
a stalwart in the back oﬃce and has taken a significant role in the party locally, standing as a
candidate and marshalling our Councillors and candidates in the Huntingdonshire part of the
constituency. She regularly donated significant voluntary time to help our candidates to take and
hold seats.

Jane (Left) with Shailesh Vara MP and last year’s Committee at a meeting in Sawtry.
Jane will be a hard act to follow, but we are now very pleased to announce that we have a new
administrator in Judith Wojtowicz, a marketing communication specialist.
We look forward to working with Judith in managing our membership records, minuting meetings
and helping us all to be well informed about what the association is doing, especially at election
time. We are sure she will become well known to all members in time.
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VACANCY FOR
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
MEMBERSHIP

VACANCY FOR
ASSOCIATION
TREASURER

We would also like to thank our outgoing
Treasurer, Michael Perkins (pictured with
our former administrator, Jane King), for his
faultless management of the association’s
accounts over this last period of tenure in
the Association. Michael has brought his
professional expertise and huge
commitment to the association in looking
after our financial affairs.

We would like to thank or outgoing Deputy
chairman Membership, Claire Guyton, for
her sterling work over the last year. Claire’s
enthusiasm and connections within the
Westminster Party was invaluable and the
highlight of her tenure was the the
fundraising dinner at the Holiday Inn on 17th
May last year, when Conservative Party
leadership hopeful the Right Honourable
Dominic Rabb MP, who joined us and met
many members of the local association and
friends from members across
Cambridgeshire. Claire leaves us to take
up a role in Local Government and we thank
her for her hard work and energy for the
party.

The treasurer presents regular reports on
the association's financial position and
prepares accounts for audit and as required
at the AGM. The treasurer manages bank
accounts and sets up appropriate systems
for book-keeping, payments, lodgements &
petty cash.

The Deputy Chairman (Membership &
Fundraising) co-ordinates growing the
Association membership and ensuring that
new members are welcomed into the
organisation. This position must also make
sure that all members are kept informed of
political and fundraising activities in the
Parliamentary Constituency. An important
role of the Deputy Chair is in the
organisation of events and fundraising
activities. If you would like to volunteer
for the role, please contact Gavin Elsey
gavin@mint-consulting.co.uk,
tel: 07738 930599

It is the Treasurer’s responsibility to liaise
with other association officers about
financial matters and to ensure that
appropriate financial systems and controls
are in place for day- to-day expenses and
during election time. The treasurer handles
all fundraising matters including the regular
draw of the 50/50 club payouts and
remittances from Councillors.
If you
would like to volunteer for the role,
please contact Gavin Elsey on
gavin@mint-consulting.co.uk,
tel: 07738 930599
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Who may be a
candidate?

North West Cambridgeshire
Conservatives are always looking for
new Councillor candidates to join our
approved list.
We select our councillor candidates
from a list of individuals who have
gone through our approvals process
so that we will always have
candidates ready to step in if we have
a by-election or to fight with our action
teams to take seats from political
opponents.
If you are interested in becoming
more active in the party and want to
find out more, please contact Sheila
Scott:

To stand for your local council you
must be over 18 years of age AND
a British citizen; a Commonwealth
citizen; or a citizen of an EU Member
State, AND resident in the UK.
In addition, one of the following criteria
must apply to you:
You must be and continue to be a
local government elector for the area
of the local authority.
OR
You must have, during the whole of
the twelve months preceding both
nomination day and the day of the
election, occupied as owner or tenant
any land or other premises in the area
of the local authority
OR
Your principal or only place of work
in the twelve months preceding
your nomination day and the day of
election must have been in the area of
the local authority.
OR
You must have, during the whole of
the twelve months preceding both
your nomination day and the day
of the election resided in the area
of the local authority

Do I know enough to stand
for election?
Don’t underestimate your own abilities.
Each councillor will have something
different to offer the council and you
will not be expected to take direct
responsibility for running the council on
the first day that you are elected.
Your main qualifications are a genuine
concern for the community and a
willingness to learn. Knowledge and
experience will soon follow.

Have I the time to be a
councillor?
The time commitment involved in being
a councillor will vary depending on the
responsibilities you decide to take on.
Many councillors have work and family
commitments as well as other interests
which they successfully balance with
their role as a councillor.
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